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Steve Cannane and Bianca Dye are crowned winners of the first debate held at the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House  
Event kicks off opening celebrations for the Museum of Australian Democracy
at Old Parliament House

Steve Cannane and Bianca Dye were named the winning debaters after successfully arguing “work / life balance doesn’t exist for Australians today” beating Tracey Spicer and Jeffrey Robertson. 
The debate was held in anticipation of the opening of the new Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House tomorrow morning – the first and only museum in Australia dedicated to telling the story of democracy. 
The debate was the culmination of a campaign to engage Australians in the democratic process in a fun and entertaining way in the lead up to the historic opening. 
Since February, thousands of Australians voted for the social and cultural topic most on their minds and who they would like to see debate it.  
Held in the House of Representatives Chamber at the new Museum of Australian Democracy, leading Australian comedian and presenter James O’Loghlin joined Chairman of the Museum of Australian Democracy Advisory Council William McInnes to host the high profile debate. 
Steve Cannane said of his achievement; “It was nice to have a win in the old House of Reps and to get some ideas into the public domain about work life balance. Bianca consulted with a number of people on the topic whilst I cited research which showed we are one of the hardest working nations in the world. It really is a myth that Australians are leisure lovers when work is our key priority. The opposition put up a good argument with Tracey Spicer referencing her personal experiences as a mother and Jeffrey Robertson discussing the ‘choice’ available for Australians” Steve Cannane adds. 
Chairman of the Advisory Council, William McInnes says; “We hope the debate has shown that democracy is much more than just politics—it’s about people being able to come together and voice their thoughts and opinions. The event provided a fantastic start to the opening celebrations for the Museum of Australian Democracy this weekend and I’d encourage Australians to come and experience the museum first hand.” 
Opening to the public tomorrow with free entry for all, the Museum of Australian Democracy will aim to encourage Australians to understand and participate in our democracy by sharing real life stories of ordinary people who have actively fought to shape the Australia we live in today. 

To mark the historic opening of the Museum of Australian Democracy, the weekend of celebrations will continue tomorrow:

Saturday, 9 May – grand opening of the Museum of Australian Democracy
· 9.30am—celebrations begin for the grand opening including live outdoor music and entertainment, featuring John Williamson, Ruby Hunter and Archie Roach
· 11.00am—The Hon RJL Hawke AC (Bob Hawke) will open the Museum of Australian Democracy with Chairman of the Advisory Council  William McInnes and Special Minister of State, Senator John Faulkner
· 11.30am—Media opportunity to speak to Hon RJL Hawke AC—the last prime minister to serve in the House. Members Dining Room, use back entrance of the building. 
For more information on upcoming events and current exhibitions at the Museum of Australian Democracy visit www.moadoph.gov.au. 
ENDS

The debate will be broadcast Thursday 28 May on the ABC TV Fora program.

To arrange a tour of the museum or an interview with Chairperson of the Advisory Council, William McInnes, the debaters or the Director of the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House, Jenny Anderson, please contact:
Kate Jenkins, (02) 6270 8118, 0407 067 683, kate.jenkins@moadoph.gov.au
This event was supported by Diamant Hotel www.diamant.com.au
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